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EPA Probes Old S. Phila. Distillery

After giving Publicker two weeks
Daily News Staff Writer to launch i1s own investigation, the
EPA moved in under the federal Su.

EPA investigafors —are” working r
irow . - perfund program that deals with po-
their way across ihe 37-acre former__ tential hazardous waste sites.

Publicker Industries distillery in ‘%3 : )
- Somth Philadelphia in search of 'I'hclrc' was a sensc that we
" chemicals that might pose a con- couldnt wait forever,” Cardingl said,
tinuing danger of fire, explosion or  29ding that the firm had uscd sol-
Hution. R _ - . > vents and other potentially hazargd-
Poﬁ,rhere.s a 'ﬁisiory of mihgs'hap-' " ‘ous chemicals in 115 processes.
pening there that are a concern,”
said US. Environmental Protection
Agency spokeswoman Ann Cardinal,
noting a five-alarm fire that ripped
through 1he old terminal on the Del- .
" aware River waterfront last month  fOT hlhcff cor{r}lpany lcould not be
and an cxplosion thai killed twqu_,r?af ek ore g;ﬂ‘f”“_“ iis. b
demolition workers there last year, ' OTKCrs in firowaway suits. boots
The EPA gotl involved after city and hardhais m_mcd'n.r‘un ﬂ‘](} site
fire ofticials pointed out bulging bar- ~ Yesierday morning. taking samples
rels at the scene of the June 26 firc.

By RAMONA SMITH

-~ Pubticker sold the complex in April
© 1986, its responsibility for the prop-
“erty continues under the Superfund

law. Local and corporale spokesmen

Although the Connecticut-based

on the ground. “We're inventorying
what we see,” said Cardinal.

The inlense heat slowed the work,

which has been suspended in the
hottest hours of the day. Workers
returned 1o the site late yesterday
and were to resume sampling oday.

"We're doing no cleanup.” said

* Cardinal. “It's an investigation.”
- - The site has been closed an explo-

sion killed two demolition workers
for the Cuyahoga Wrecking Co..
Great Neck, N.Y., which bought the
property in 1986 and had becn dis-
mantling the distillery, .
The two men were thrown from a
scaffold Nov, 7 when a high-lempera-
turce cutting torch apparenily ignited
some crude oil left in a pipeline.
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